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Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment
(WEEE)

Many everyday consumer items are electrical and electronic
equipment (EEE), such as mobile phones, computers, drills,
hairdryers, as well as industrial items such as medical devices, and
laboratory equipment.

When these items reach their end of life they are defined as Waste
Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE).

WEEE is one of the fastest growing waste streams in the
developed world. Up to now, a lot of WEEE was thrown into the bin
and disposed of in landfill. Reuse and recycling of components was
not actively encouraged or developed.

In one year the amount of electrical waste we create in the UK
would fill the new Wembley 6 times!

This is a lot of electrical waste! So to reduce the amount of
electrical items going to landfill the government has introduced
some new regulations called

The Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment
(WEEE) Regulations.

Over 75% of waste electrical goods end up in
landfill, where lead and other toxins contained in the electrical
goods can cause soil and water contamination.

This can have a very harmful effect on natural habitat, wildlife and
also human health. When situated near populated areas these
toxins can cause problems to communities as their water and soil
is polluted.

Many of the electrical items that we throw away can be repaired or
recycled. Recycling items helps to save natural finite resources and
also reduces the environmental and health risks associated with
sending waste electrical goods to landfill.

To minimise our impact on this earth and to protect the
environment for future generations it is important that we are all
aware of the consequences of our actions and how we can make a
difference.

The WEEE Directive sets out criteria for treatment that must be
carried out on separately collected WEEE before it is sent for
further processing and recycling/recovery. This includes the
removal of certain hazardous substances
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(e.g. lead, mercury) and components that contains them. In
addition, all liquids

and some items such as printed circuit boards have to be removed.
The treatment may only be carried out by properly licensed
operators.

Crossed out wheelie bin symbol
Electrical and Electronic Equipment that was
made after June 2006 should display this symbol
on the packaging or product.
These products need to be either repaired and
re-used, or recycled under WEEE regulations by
a properly licensed operator

What Do Panasonic Do?

As a distributor of electrical goods we have a responsibility to to
dispose of WEEE responsibly. We are members of the ValPak
Distributor Scheme. Our Valpak registration number is 2885.

We offer collection on delivery for which we charge for the logistics
costs of the service. This charge is £15.00 + VAT. This is not a
charge for the cost of treatment, a 'recycling fee'. The cost of
treatment of the item will be met by the producers.

We also offer an in-store take back scheme

In store take-back only applies to household WEEE.

In this scheme you can bring your old products to us for recycling
when purchasing an equivalent new item. Iltems may be different
products, but must perform the same function. You are allowed at
least one month after sale to return your old item. This service is
free of charge.

We can also dispose of old batteries free of charge, simply bring in
you old battery when purchasing a new one and leave it in our
dedicated battery disposal box.

All WEEE returned to us is taken to Sims Metal UK Itd in Exeter
They are a licenced operator who has the facilities to deal with
WEEE. We keep a record of all WEEE returned to us for four years
to comply with the legislation.

More Information
For more information on WEEE please visit the following websites:
www.recycle-more.co.uk
WwWw.environment-agency.gov.uk

Alternatively, please feel free to contact any of our stores
Using the numbers listed above.

www.sap.uk.com


http://www.recycle-more.co.uk/
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/

